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Hope's Sons. 
'And will it be,' Baid HopeHo me, 

'That over the snow he'll come, 
And the beckoning light of your window 
bright 
Will guide him, weary, home? 

'Or will it be,' said Hope to me, 

'On a summer's eventide, 
When the tender glow of the sunset's low, 

You shall walk aide by side? , 

'Or will it be,' said Hope to me, 
•When the sky is dull and gray 

And though downcast, he will come at last 
And brighten all the day ? 

'Or will it be,' Baid Hope to me, 

'You may put my pictures by, 
Save one of the best and the faithfulest 

To look at when you die? 
'Of a gleaming sea,* said Hope to me. 

'And a fair shore calm and sweet, 
When hearts I wis like thine and his 

Have never failed to meet.' 

— Scribner's. 


The Cure of Doubts. 


A NEW SERMON BY PASTOR C. H. BPUHGEON. 
>Tln.n »atth be to Thomas, Head) hither thy flnjrar, and behold 
my hands; mid reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; 
and be not faithless, hut believing.' John i»: 27. 

Among us at this day we have many persons 
who are like Thomas— dubious, demanding signs 
and tokens ; suspicious, and oftimes sad. I am 
not sure that there is not a slight touch of Thomas 
in most of u«. There are times and seasons when 
the strong man fails, and the firm believer has to 
pause awhile, and say, 'Is it so?' It may be that 
our meditation upon the text before us may be of 
servibe to those who are touched with the malady 
which afflicted Thomas. 

Notice, before we proceed to our subject in full, 
that Thomas asked of our Lord what he ought not 
to have asked. He wanted to put our risen Lord 
to tests which were scarcely reverent to His sacred 
person. Admire bis Muster's patience with him. 
He docs not say, 'If ho does not choose to believe, 
he may continu? to suffer for his unblief.' But no; 
He fixes His eye upon tho doubter, and addressts 
Himself especially to him ; yet not in wordB of re- 
proach or anger. Jesus could bear with Thomas, 
though Thomas had been a long time with Him, 
and had known Him. To put his lingers into the 
print of tho nails, and thrust his hand into His Aide, 
was much more than any disciple had a right to 
ask of his divine Master ; and yet see the conde- 
scension of Jesus ! Esther than Thomas should 
suffer unbelief, Christ will let him take great lib- 
erties. 

Observe that Thomas was at once convinced. 
He said: *My Lord and my God.' Thisshowsour 
Master's wisdom, that He indulged bim with such 
familiairty, because lie knew that, though the de- 
mand was presumptuous, sometimes wisely refuses, 
saying, 'Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended;' 
but at other times, He wisely grants, because, 
though it be too muqh to ask, yet lie thinks it is 
wise to give. 

1. The first head of my discourse shall be this: 

CRAVE NO SIGNS. 

If such signs be possible, crave them not. If 
there be dreams, visions, voices, ask not for them 
Crave not wonders, first, because it is dishonoring j 
to tho sacred word to ask for them. You believe 
the Bible to be an inspired volume— the Book of 
God. Tho apostle Peter calls it 'A more sure way 
of the prophecy; where unto ye do well that ye take 
heed.' Are you not satisfied with that ? When a 
person, in whose varacity you have the utmost 
confidence, bears testimony to this or that, if you 
straightway reply, 'I would be glad of further ev- 
idence,' you are alighting your friend, and casting 
unjust suspicion upon him. Will you cast suspic- 
ion upon the Holy Ghost, who, this word, bears 
witness unto Christ? Oh, no ! let us be content 
with His witness. Let us wish not to see, but 
remain satisfied to believe. 

Crave no eigne, because it is unreasonable that 
we should desire more than we have already. The 
testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ, contained 
in the Word, should also suffice us. Besides that, 
we have the testimony of saints and martyrs, who 
have gone before us, dying triumphant in faith. 


We have the testimony of many still among us, 
who tell ui that these things are so,- In part, we 
have the testimony of our own conscience, of our 
own con vert ion, of our own after-experience, and 
this is convincing testimony. Let us be satisfied 
with it. Thomas ought to have been content 
with the testimony of Mary Magdalene, and the 
other disciples, hut be was not We ought to truat 
our brethren's word. Lit us not be unreasonable 
in craving after proofs when already proofs are 
afforded ub without stint. 

Crave no signs, because it may be you will be 
presumptuous in so doing. Who are you, to set 
God a sign ? What is it He is to do before you 
will believe in Him ? Suppose He does not choose 
to do it, are you therefore arrogantly to say, 'I re- 
fuse to believe unless the Lord will do my bidding?, 
It is presumption which dares to ask God any- 
thing more than the testimony of Himself which 
He chooBes to grant as 

Ilf ins WORD. 

It is, moreover, d&mning to ourselves to crave 
signs. Jesus says, -Blessed are they that have not 
Been, and yet believe.' Thomas had bis sign, and 
he believed ; and so far so good, bat he missed a 
blessing peculiar to those who have not seen, and 
vet have believed. Do not, therefore, rob your- 
selves of the special favor which lights on those 
who, with no evidence hut the witness of the Spirit 
of God, are prepared at once to believe in the Lord 
Jeaus^gunto eternal life. 

Again, crave no signs, tor this craving is high- 
ly perilous. Translated according to many, and I 
think translated correctly, our Saviour aaid, 'Reach 
hither thy finger, and put it into the print of the 
nails ; and become not faithless, but believing,* 
intending to indicate that Thomas, by degrees, 
would become faithless. His faith had grown to 
be so little that, if he continued insisting upon this 
and thai, as a sign or evidence, that faith of bis 
would get down to the very lowest ; yea, he would 
have no faith left. 'Become not faithless but be- 
lieving.' 

TlTllN TO THE WORDS OF OUR LORD, 

You see what Thomas did. He wanted' faith, 
and he looked for it to Jesus wounded. He says 
nothing about Christ's head crowned with glory. 
He does not say that he must see him 'girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle.' Thomas, even in 
his unbelief, is wise; he turns to his Lord's wounds 
for comfort. Whenever your unbelief prevails, 
follow in this respect the conduct of Thomas, and 
turn your eyes straightway to the wounds of Jesus. 
These are the founts of never failing consolation, 
from which, if a man doth once drink, ho shall 
forget his misery, and remember his sorrow no 
more. Turn to the Lord's wounds ; and if you do 
what will you see ? 

First, you will see the tokens of your master's 
love. Lord Jesus, what are those wounds in 
thy side, and in thy hands ? He answers, 'These 
I endured when suffering for thee.' There is no 
restorative for a sinking faith like the sight of the 
wounded Saviour. Look, soul, and live by the 
prodfs of His death ! Come and put thy finger 
by faith, into the print of the nails, and these 
wounds shall heal thee of unbelief. The wounds of 
our Lord are the tokens of His love. They are 
also the seals of His death, especially that wound 
la his side. He must have died ; for one of His 
soldiers, with a spear, pierced bis side, and forth- 
with came there out blood and water. And he 
that saw it bare witness.' This is our comfort, for 
if He died in our stead, then we shall not die for 
oar sins ; our transgression is put away, and our 
iniquity is pardoned. If the sacrifice had never 
been slain, we might despair ; but since the spear- 
wound proves that the great Sacrifice really died, 
despair is slain, hope revives, and confidence re- 
joices. 

The wounds of Jesus, next, are the marks of 
identity. By these we identify His blessed person 
after His resurrection. The very Christ that died 
has risen again. 

THERE IS NO DELUSION: 

there could be no mistake. It is not somebody, 
else foisted upon us in His place; 1 bat Jesus who 
died has left the dead, for there are the marks of 
the crucifixion in His bandB and in His feet, and, 


there is the spear thrust still. It is Jesus ; this 
same Jesus. This is a matter of great comfort to 
a Christian — this* indisputably proven doctrine of 
our Lord, It is the keystone of the gospel arch. 
Take that away, or doubt it, and there remains 
nothing to console you. But because Jesus died 
and in the self-same person rose again, and ever 
lives, therefore does our heart sweetly rest, believ- 
ing that 'them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him ;* and alBo that the whole of the 
work of Jesus is true, is .completed, and is accept- 
ed of God. 

Once again, these wounds may comfort us, be- 
cause in heaven they are, before God and the holy 
angela, the perpetual ensigns of His finished work. 
That paBsion of IHb can never be repeated, and 
never needs to be : 'After He had offered one sac- 
rifice for sins forever, He sat down on the right 
hand of God.'. But the memorials are, the infinite 
mind of God. Those memorials are, in part the 
wounds in our Lord's blessed person. Glorified 
spirits can never ceaae to sing, 'Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain f for every time they gaze upon Him, 
they perceive His scars. How resplendent shine 
the nail-prints ! No jewels tha* ever gemmed at 
king can look one-half so lustrous as these. Though 
He be God over all, blessed forever, yet to us, at 
least, His brightest Bplendor comes from His death. 
My bearer, whensoever thy soul is clouded, turn 
thou to these wounds, which shines like a constel- 
lation of five bright stars. Look not to thy own 
wounds, nor to thine own pains, or sins or prayer 
or tears; but remember that 'with His Btripes we 
are healed.' Gaze then ; upon thy Redeemer's 
wounds, if thou would est find comfort. 

ni. This brings me to my third point; whenever 
faith is staggared at all, 

SEEK HELPS FOR YdUR FAITH. 

Though we cannot literally put our finger into the 
print ol the nails, and miay not wish to do so, yet 
let us use such modes of recognition as we do pos- 
ess. Let ua put these to their utmost use ; and wo 
shall no longer desire to put our hand into the 
Saviour's side. We shall be perfectly satisfied 
without that. Ye that are troubled with doubts 
and fears, I give you these recommendations. 

First, if you would have your faith made vivid 
and strong, study much the story of your Saviour's 
death. Read it : read it : read it : read it : 'Tolle : 
lege,' said tho voice to Augustine, 'Take it: read it.' 
So sav I. Take the four, ovangelists ; take the 
fifty- third chapter of Isaiah ; take the twenty-second 
psalm ; take all other parts of Scripture that relate 
to our suffering Substitute, and read them by day 
and by night. Lill you familiarize yourself with the 
whole story of His griefs and sin- bearing. Keep 
your mind intently fixed upon it ; not sometimes, 
but continually. Crttx has : the cross is light. 
Thou shall see it by its own light. The study of 
the narrative, if thou pray the Holy Ghost to en- 
lighten thee, will beget faith in thee ; and tbou 
wilt, by its means, be very greatly helped, till at 
last thou wilt say, 'I cannot doubt. The truth of 
the atonement is impressed upon my memory, my 
heart, my understanding. 

THE RECORD HAS CONVINCED ME.' 

Next, if this suffice not, frequently contemplate 
the sufferings of Jesus. I mean by that, when you 
have read tho story, sit down and try to picture it. 
Let your mind conceive it as passing before you. 
Put yourself into the position of the apostles who 
saw Him die., No employment will so greatly 
strengthen faith, and would be grandly spent if 
occupied in turning over each little detail, item, 
and incident in the marvellous death by which you 
are redeemed from death and hell. You will be 
surprised to find how this familiarizing of yourself 
with it, by tho help of the holy Spirit, will it make 
as vivid to you as if you saw it ; and it will have a 
better effect upon your mind than the sight of it 
would have done; for, probably, the actual sight 
would have passed away from your mind, and have 
been forgotten, while the contemplation of the sor- 
rowful scene will sink deep into your soul, and 
leave eternal lines ! 

Wbat next ? Why, dear friends, tbe Lord has 
a way of giving his people wonderful realizations. 
I hope I shall not say any thing incorrect when I 
remark that there are times with us when ths 


